any view or opinions expressed in the communications of our correspondents.
Attention is called to the "Wants" column. All are invited to use it in soliciting information or seeking new positions. The name and address of applicants should be given in full, so that answers will go direct to them. Of the mechanical engineers wesnote the observation, by its special constituency among the journals, that while its growth seems to be healthy and steady, its finances well managed, and its conventions well attended, the reader of its " Transactions " misses the names and the papers of a number of the able men who were in its earlier days regular contributors; while the tone of the discussions has deteriorated, and courtesy and good breeding are sometimes forgotten by too youthful or too earnest disputants.
Of the electrical engineers are said, so far as we have observed, only words of praise; though the remark is made that its membership seems to be drawn from among the electricians rather than from the engineers of the great body of electrical engineers who are its natural recruits. Many and excellent papers are presented relating to the dynamo and its physics; few relating to the dynamo as a piece of engineering, or to the designing and construction of stations, of engines and boilers fitted to this department of work, or the engineering of the distribution of electrical energy.
We presume that in many respects these criticisms are simply the outcome of that spirit of fault-finding which is rife in all young societies and among the " fresh " members, who are more ambitious and earnest than wise or just; but there may be somle reason behind it all, and the questions are often asked, How may these societies be made inore truly national? How may they be given a more representative character? How may the distinguished and experienced members of each be brought into view, and induiced to work with and for their continued growth and improvement? The formation of committees of each of the societies to confer together, and w to seek some way in which all can be brought into closer relations, and of other committees looking to the absorption of local societies as chapters of the national body, give color to the suspicion that there may be some cause of criticism, and some opportunity of improvement.
If we might make a suggestion, it would be about as follows: see that the presiding officer and the memnbers of the boards of management are elected invariably from among the oldest and most distinguished of available candidates, and that Benjamin Franklin's principle -"No American citizen has a right to seek office; but no true American citizen will refuse to accept office, when called by his fellows to take a position of honor and responsibility " -be paraphrased, and adapted to the case; see that the wise, experienced, able, and honest members are encouraged to present the best fruits of their labors; and especially see that they are treated respectfully, and fairly and kindly, in all discussions. See the " Transactions " carefully placed in the great libraries, and that the papers going before any meeting are given in advance to the representatives of the technical press; see, also, with especial care, that these journals have capable and discreet representatives at the conventions and meetings; and insure, if possible, with still greater care, their treatment with all courtesy, otberwise no complaint of discourtesy will hold against them or their principals. Let the presiding officer and the secretary see
